George Perkins Marsh: Man and Nature (1864)

In reclaiming and reoccupying lands laid to waste by human improvidence or
malice, and abandoned by man, or occupied only by a nomad of thinly scattered
population, the task of the pioneer settler is of a very different character. He is to become
a co-worker with nature in the reconstruction of the damaged fabric which the
negligence of the wantonness of former lodgers has rendered untenantable. He must
aid her in reclothing the mountain slopes with forests and vegetable mould, thereby
restoring the fountains which she provided to water them...

Man has too long forgotten that the earth was given to him for usufruct alone,
not for consumption, still less for profligate waste. Nature has provided against the
absolute destruction of any elementary matter, the raw material of her works; the
thunderbolt and the tornado, the most convulsive throes of even the volcano and the
earthquake, being only phenomena of decomposition and recomposition. But she has left
it within the power of man irreparably to derange the combinations of inorganic and
organic life...

The fact that, of all organic beings, man alone is to be regarded as essentially a
destructive power, and that he wields energies to resist which, nature—that nature
whom all material life and all inorganic substance obey—is wholly impotent...

Purely untutored humanity, it is true, interferes comparatively little with the
arrangements of nature, and the destructive agency of man becomes more and more
unsparing as He advances in civilization, until the impoverishment, with which his
exhaustion of the natural resources of the soil is threatening him, at last awakens him
to the necessity of preserving what is left, if not of restoring what has been wantonly
wasted.

* usufruct, (n) the legal right to use another's property and enjoy the advantages of it without injuring or destroying it.
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